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LORAIN BOROUGH / REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

December 12, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Harold Berkebile, Jr.  President Harold 

Berkebile, Jr. led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call was taken by Michelle Misner. 

Council members in attendance: 

 

Mr. Harold Berkebile, Jr.  Mr. John Custer   Mr. James Fresh 

Mr. Ken Gibson   Mr. Gary Hoffman   Mr. John Raspotnik 

     

Also in attendance:  

Mayor George Randolph  Solicitor Alex Svirsko Engineer Ken Mesko 

Treasurer, Ron Helsel OVFD 

 

Minutes 

  

 A motion was made by John Custer second by Ken Gibson to approve the Minutes from the 

November 14, 2012 Regular Council Meeting as written. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0  

 

Treasurer Report 

  

Michelle Misner reviewed the following reports with Council: 

 November Balance Sheet 

 November Deposit Detail 

 November Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual  

 November Transaction List by Vendor 

 November Municipal Authority Reports 

 November Payroll  

 

A motion was made by John Custer second by James Fresh to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 

written.   

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Tax Collector Report 
 

 Carol Petry submitted the following Tax Collector Report for November 2012: 

*R.E.:  $329.47 *P.C.:  $22.00 

 

 Berkheimer’s submitted the following Tax Collector Report for November 2012: 

*EIT 2012:  $5222.43 

 

A motion was made by John Custer second by Gary Hoffman to accept the Tax Collector’s 

Report as written. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

Correspondence 

 

 Tax Claim Bureau sent us a listing of properties that did not have a bid made at the Upset Tax 

Sale.  This was given to Alex Svirsko to review. 
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 A call was received from Chad Mosholder regarding the claim on the stolen manhole covers and 

he told the Borough that the insurance company will not pay out anymore on that claim.  He said that 

years ago, Brock Kull had the values on the buildings at the Park reduced and that it wouldn’t cost much 

to have those increased, if necessary. 

 

 The Chamber of Commerce renewal is due.  This was moved to New Business. 

 

 A letter from resident Thomas Boyd, 453 Green Valley Street, stating his dye violation has been 

corrected.  Ken Mesko was given a copy of the letter and will do a final inspection of that property. 

 

 The Johnstown Redevelopment Authority sent us a letter regarding the PADEP report that is due.  

Ken Mesko is aware of this and this has been moved to New Business. 

 

 The PMAA sent a notice about their annual conference.  No action was taken. 

 

 The Cambria County Commissioner office sent a letter requesting support of the local Amtrak 

service.  No action was taken. 

 

 The Borough News magazine subscription is up for renewal.  The form was passed around and 

will be moved to New Business. 

 

 CamTran sent a letter requesting support for The Inclined Plane.  No action was taken. 

  

Citizen / Visitor Comments 

 

 Rudd Johnson asked if there was a gas main under the Highland Street Bridge.  Ken Mesko 

believes it is a sewer line.  The Borough would just need to call PA-1-CALL to find out for sure. 

 

Fire Chief Report 

 

 Ron Helsel was present to report on the Fire Department.  There were 18 calls with an average of 

8.38 firemen per call.  A grant has been written to the DCED for the replacement of the concrete in front 

of the truck bays and new floors in the truck bays.  The ADA Grant was written for an elevator in the 

rear of the fire station.  That grant is now pending.  The 2012-2013 DHS Grant is pending and was 

written for a Brush Truck and new face pieces for Scott Air Pacs.  The 2012-2013 Safters DHS Grant is 

pending and was written for recruitment and retention of firefighters.  A Peoples Gas Grant was written 

and is pending.  The election results were provided.  Alarm cards were changed for the area.  Now the 

fourth alarm activates volunteers instead of the fifth.  Oakland was called to the Coleman Avenue fire in 

Moxham. Their task was to save the houses on either side of the fire.  The sleigh will be out December 

21-25th. 

 

Mayor / Police Report 

 

 Mayor George Randolph reviewed the Police Report submitted by the Johnstown Police 

Department for the month of November 2012.  There were 13 calls and one arrest was made.  It appears 

that there has been more police visibility and coverage since the last meeting.  Resident Mr. Harry Clites 

expressed a complaint about a resident digging without a permit.  There was no digging occurring as 

Harold Berkebile, Jr., Jim Fresh and Ken Mesko investigated.  The property owner was only cleaning up 

some loose shale that had fallen. 
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Sewer Report 

 

Ken Mesko stated the Borough got our TAP Approval for the year from the DEP.  The JRA 

report needs to be authorized.  He is working on the NPDES report.  Mr. Boyd made correction with his 

dye violation.  He did follow up with Mr. Klanchar, who admitted to having a violation.  Suggested the 

Borough workers call PA-1-CALL regarding the line under the bridge.  He was asked about the 

monitoring devices that monitor the sewer.  JRA has four of them, two being permanent.  John 

Raspotnik is upset about the $9-10 charge for sewer monitoring. 

 

Park Commissioner’s Report 

 

 Gary Hoffman reported the insurance company was notified about the damage made to the Park.  

It is unlikely they will pay due to the fact that there is no policy or value on the fence that was damaged.  

It is possible that the fences can be considered a part of the concession stand, which is insured.  If the car 

owner’s insurance won’t pay, a civil suit will have to be filed against the car owner. 

 

Streets, Lights, Safety 

 

      James Fresh states all the streets are cleaned.  The hours have been reduced now due to lack of 

work.  The handicap parking spot was painted, per discussion last meeting.  There have been no issues.  

He states the street and park payroll are under budget for the year.  The gas line item, for fuel, is under 

budget, as well.  Different non-skid was purchased last month and is now being used.  He asked Alex 

Svirsko to review the CO-STARS agreement with the state regarding our salt purchases.  He feels it is 

much overpriced and they will not allow it to be hauled in from a closer facility.  Alex will review. 

 

Borough Property 

 

 There is a light going on and off at the Park.  Penelec will be called regarding it. 

 

Housing, Ordinance, and Printing 
 

 No Report. 

 

Finance, Taxes, and Appeals 

 

 No Report. 

 

Solicitor’s Report 
  

 Alex Svirsko stated the new tax rate ordinance needs to be voted on.  This is moved to New 

Business.  He was trying to get a hold of someone regarding the sewer monitoring charge and he has 

been unable to get through and hasn’t had a chance to visit in-person.  He needs to finish reviewing the 

COG contract.  The second flood plain ordinance will be repealed since the first one was approved by 

FEMA.  He looked over the Upset Tax listing of properties.  The Borough could bid on these properties, 

the County would pay to tear down blighted structures, if any exist, and the Borough can maintain the 

lots. 

 

Special Committees 
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 No Report. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

 A motion was made by Gary Hoffman, second by John Custer to approve the proposed 2013 

Budget.  

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

The Atlantic Broadband bill is much higher than what was agreed upon.  It was recommended 

that Michael Hammers contact them regarding the charges on the bill. 

 

Michelle Misner reminded those who had outstanding NIMS certifications to be sure they test. 

 

Decisions regarding the dues and the invoice to COG has been tabled until the January meeting. 

 

New Business 

 

 A motion was made by John Custer, second by John Raspotnik to approve the 2013 Tax Rate of 

12 mils.  

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

 A motion was made by John Raspotnik, second by John Custer to authorize Ken Mesko to 

proceed with the filing of the JRA and DEP reports.  

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

 A motion was made by John Custer, second by Ken Gibson to approve renewal of the Chamber 

of Commerce membership.  

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

 A motion was made by John Custer, second by John Raspotnik to approve renewal of The 

Borough News magazine subscription.  

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

 A motion was made by John Custer, second by Gary Hoffman to schedule the 2013 Regular 

Council Meetings on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

Good of the Borough 

 

 No Report. 

 

Bill Approval 

 

A motion was made to pay all the bills listed in the Unpaid Bills Report by Ken Gibson second 

by John Custer. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 
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Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business, a motion was made by Gary Hoffman second by Ken Gibson to 

adjourn at 8:10 PM. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Michelle Misner – Secretary / Treasurer 


