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LORAIN BOROUGH / REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

November 14, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Harold Berkebile, Jr.  President Harold 

Berkebile, Jr. led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call was taken by Michelle Misner. 

Council members in attendance: 

 

Mr. Harold Berkebile, Jr.  Mr. John Custer   Mr. James Fresh 

Mr. Ken Gibson   Mr. Gary Hoffman   Mr. Michael Hammers  

     

Also in attendance:  

Mayor George Randolph  Solicitor Alex Svirsko Engineer Ken Mesko 

Treasurer, Ron Helsel OVFD 

 

Minutes 

  

 A motion was made by John Custer second by Ken Gibson to approve the Minutes from the 

October 10, 2012 Regular Council Meeting as written. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0  

 

Treasurer Report 

  

Michelle Misner reviewed the following reports with Council: 

 October Balance Sheet 

 October Deposit Detail 

 October Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual  

 October Transaction List by Vendor 

 October Municipal Authority Reports 

 October Payroll  

 

A motion was made by John Custer second by Ken Gibson to accept the Treasurer’s Report as 

written.   

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Tax Collector Report 
 

 Carol Petry submitted the following Tax Collector Report for October 2012: 

*R.E.:  $142.29 *2011 EIT:  $118.35 

 

 Berkheimer’s submitted the following Tax Collector Report for October 2012: 

*EIT 2012:  $2495.03 

 

A motion was made by John Custer second by Gary Hoffman to accept the Tax Collector’s 

Report as written. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

Correspondence 

 

 Cambria County Solid Waste Management Authority has completed the final draft copy of the 

solid waste management plan update.  It may be viewed online. 
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 The Cambria County Boroughs Association is holding a workshop on ACT 43 on November 29
th

 

at 6:00 PM. 

 

 The Pennsylvania Local Government Investment Trust program sent us information.  This is 

being handed over to Ken Mesko for further explanation during the Sewer Report. 

 

 PA One Call sent their 2011 Annual Report and a registration form for their excavator programs 

being offered. 

 

 Other miscellaneous workshop brochures were also passed around.   No further action was taken 

on any of the above correspondence. 

 

Citizen / Visitor Comments 

 

 Rose Lucey-Noll and Dennis Fuge were present from CamTran to answer questions regarding 

the 2013 Assessment Fee for the Borough.  There are 62 trip made through the Borough per week.  

There are three inbound and three outbound stops, according to CamTran.  There were 42 rides made 

through the Reserve-A-Ride service since June 2012.  There was a 2% increase from last year.  The 

share commitment needs to be submitted by June 2013. 

 John Custer asked about the reduced coverage and the elimination of Oakland Avenue service.  

He says that the three stops are not clearly marked and the representatives will inspect the stops to make 

sure there are signs for the stops.  The Reserve-A-Ride is not yet free, but it is 15% of a fare price, and it 

is not a daily service.  The bus service is free for ages 65+ and is daily, under age 65 is determined by 

the distance of the trip.  It was made clear that the majority of the Borough residents live on or off of 

Oakland Avenue and since it is a steep hill, it’s not a safe walk for the elderly riders. 

 

 Resident Tommy Knipple (540 Oakland Avenue) was present to ask about the sewer rental 

charge and make a complaint about 535 Oakland Avenue.  He understands the rental fee is for the 

Borough’s use, which was confirmed.  He asked if we knew how much was available since the rental 

has been being paid for over 50 years.  There are approximately 350 homes in the Borough.  We told 

him the billing was changed and it was determined having a third-party was cheaper than the Borough 

doing it.  He asked if extensive sewer work was going to be done like in other areas of town and Council 

said that the preliminary work has been being done for the past few years.  He asked if any homeowners 

will have to pay for any work and Harold Berkebile told him that any work from the main line to the 

home is responsibility of the homeowner.  He asked if anything was going to be done about the house at 

535 Oakland Avenue, Chandra Vora used to live in, and it was stated that Council has been working on 

it.  Mr. Knipple added a comment regarding the CamTran service stating that he believes that most of 

the Borough lives in an area the bus routes do not run.   

 

 Resident John Klanchar (393 Lunen Street) presented a complaint regarding the manner a dye 

violation letter was sent to him.  He stated he was upset the letter was not addressed to him by name, his 

downspouts were damaged and that the testing was done without his permission.  Ken Mesko said he 

would investigate the damaged downspouts.  Mr. Klanchar stated that he denies any storm water going 

into the sewers.  He wants his downspouts replaced.  He spoke with Mike D’Arrigo personally and 

asked for specific violations and was told it would be looked into and hadn’t heard back.  He asked what 

test was done and was told that dye water was sent through the downspouts and that the water coming 

out was going into the sanitary sewer.  Michelle Misner stated that she did not have the names available 

to her at the time of the mailing and apologized for the discrepancy. 
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 Resident Mike Jacobs (388 Lunen Street) was present to offer comment on the dye violation 

letter.  He stated he had the issue corrected and that Mike D’Arrigo was kind enough to come to the 

property as well as speak on the phone.  He was also disappointed the letter was not addressed properly 

and that it could have been done better.  He feels, as a tax payer, he should have been treated better.  

John Custer apologized.  Michelle Misner stated that she doesn’t have a computerized record to expedite 

the process of finding names.  He feels that since George Petry passed away that the Borough has 

declined and Mr. Custer strongly disagreed.  He briefly mentioned the lack of stops by CamTran and 

spoke of personal experience of drivers driving past people waiting at the stops.  He had filed a 

complaint with CamTran and was then no longer permitted to ride the bus.  Harold Berkebile ended the 

conversation with an apology regarding the dye letter violations and also stating that with the lack of 

police coverage and part time employees, the Borough will try to improve in the future. 

 Resident Paul Reighart (409 Ohio Street) was present to ask permission to install a 33” x 69” 

lighted sign on his property for his business.  He inquired about any signage ordinance.  He was told that 

he would have to contact COG for a permit. 

 

 Chad Mosholder of Mosholder Insurance was present to discuss the reason there was a very low 

payment made in the claim for the manhole covers.  The adjuster misunderstood where the covers were 

stolen from, so the payout was correct had they been stolen from the long building at the park, which 

was not where they were stolen from.  Chad was told they were stolen from the outside storage area off 

of Ohio Street and while they were outside, they were not in view of the road and being stored in an area 

behind a secured cable.  Chad stated he would go back to the adjuster and notify Michelle of any 

changes. 

 

 Ben Grush of the Building Code Enforcement Agency was in attendance to present his services 

and schedule of fees.  There is a one-time fee of $700 to join.  They represent 40 municipalities.  A 

member of Council will be appointed to serve on the BCEA Board.  There are no additional fees after 

the membership fee is paid.  There are additional ordinances to be put into place if the Borough wished 

to have property maintenance, storm water, flood plain, etc. services taken care of by BCEA, but no 

additional costs.  Should a complaint be filed on property maintenance there are fees involved:  $55 one-

time fee to file the complaint.  They will investigate the property, communicate with the owner and file 

the paperwork for the magistrate, if necessary.  If it goes to court, there is a second $55 charge plus the 

cost of the registered mail.  The BCEA has representation at the magistrate level, at the county level; our 

solicitor would have to represent the Borough.  Any fines rewarded to the Borough belong to the 

Borough.  They have a fee schedule available, a resolution to have approved should we join, an 

ordinance once joined and additional ordinances for maintenance services we wish to have them cover.  

It was mentioned that 6 months’ notice is required to pull out of the COG agreement; however we can 

join with another service while still contracted with COG.  He stated they have three full-time 

inspectors. 

 

Fire Chief Report 

 

 Ron Helsel was present to deliver the report for this meeting.  He apologized for the absence the 

past few months.  The fire department provided lighting for the annual Halloween Parade in the City of 

Johnstown.  In October there was a Halloween Party scheduled for the Oakland and Lorain children on 

October 31
st
 and this was postponed due to Superstorm Sandy.  The party took place on November 3

rd
 

and the turnout was low due to the rescheduling.  The firemen did patrol the streets in both the Township 

and Borough.  The Turkey Raffle was held November 10
th

 and was very successful.  The fire company’s 

100-Year-Old sleigh will be in the City of Johnstown’s Annual Christmas Parade on November 16
th

.  

The Cambria County NIMS Update is due in December.  A list was provided to Michelle Misner of 
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certifications known to the fire department.  She will get additional certificates to Ron as well as notify 

those who are not yet certified.  A food and merchandise auction will be held on Black Friday, 

November 23
rd

, at 2:30 PM.  The sleigh will be out over Christmas starting December 21
st
.  There were 

6 calls between July 9
th

 and November 14
th

, 2012.  A grant has been written to the DCED for the 

replacement of the concrete in front of the truck bays and new floors in the truck bays.  There is a 

rewrite in progress.  The ADA Grant written for an elevator in the rear of the station is pending.  The PA 

Firemen’s Grant for 2012-2013 was submitted.  The 2012-2013 DHS grant is pending.  It was written 

for a Brush Truck and new face pieces for Scott Air Packs.  The 2012-2013 Safers DHS Grant was 

written for recruitment and retention of firefighters and has been submitted and is pending.  A Peoples 

Natural Gas Grant was written and is now pending for new gas meters.  The HAZ-MAT Operations 

Class started November 12
th

 and the road crew is encouraged to attend.  The fire training CELMAR 

program begins in January and eight new firemen will be attending the class. 

 

Mayor / Police Report 

 

 Mayor George Randolph reviewed the Police Report submitted by the Johnstown Police 

Department for the month of October 2012.  There were 22 calls and one arrest was made.  The criminal 

mischief call involved the Park.  A vehicle crashed through the park gate and ended up in Sam’s Run.  

No one knows why the vehicle was driven through the gate and the park.  The vehicle was reported 

stolen after the accident occurred.  Nothing can be fixed at the Park until the Spring due to concrete 

being involved in the damage.  There appears to be $800-900 in damage and it needs to be determined 

whether or not the car owner’s insurance will pay for the damages.  Until then, we will wait to turn it 

into our own insurance.  We have a $500 deductible, so our awarded money may not be much.  

Mosholder Insurance is aware of the accident and will determine the best course of action. 

 

Sewer Report 

 

Ken Mesko reported that there were 20 dye violations reported; 4 were repaired, 6 were under 

repair, 8 had no response, 1 questioned the violation and 1 responded with no further activity.  The 

NPDES Summary will be emailed to Michelle Misner and is basically what needs to be done with the 

storm sewer program.  This was the permit that was just renewed.  Every year it needs to be reported.  

The DEP Corrective Action Plan is on the way.  Michelle received information regarding PLGIT 

(Pennsylvania Local Government Investment Trust) which is for depositing Marcellus Shale money, 

which we don’t receive, however Ken says it’s a good account to place other funds received if we 

desired.   

 

Park Commissioner’s Report 

 

 Gary Hoffman reported the Park has been winterized and the repairs will have to be made from 

the accident in the Spring.  He was asked by the police as to what time the car came through.  All he 

knew was the man driving was done working at midnight and that it happened sometime after midnight.  

Asked if the cameras caught it, he stated that they did not.  Michael Hammers stated that the cameras 

were working, he was notified too late to go through the footage.  He stated that no one has any login 

information to view the camera footage nor has expressed desire to get the information.  To review the 

footage long after the accident would have taken 4-6 hours to find the exact time the accident occurred.  

Mr. Hammers also has a concern about the lighting as there’s not enough for the video to be clear. 

 

Streets, Lights, Safety 
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James Fresh reported that the salt shed has been repaired and lined with fiberglass.  There were 

23 tons of salt delivered today from American Rock Salt.  New Enterprise had been delivering our non-

skid at $19 per ton.  Mr. Fresh found a local company that charges $4-5 per ton that is lighter weight and 

clean.  It requires a separate delivery fee, but will reduce costs by hundreds of dollars per load.  Ken 

Mesko states that if it is PennDOT approved, then it is perfectly fine to use.  The road crew is working 

very well.  The Green Valley Bridge is in good shape. 

 

Borough Property 

 

 No Report. 

 

Housing, Ordinance, and Printing 
 

 No Report. 

 

Finance, Taxes, and Appeals 

 

 No Report. 

 

Solicitor’s Report 
  

 Alex Svirsko reported that there is nothing in the current codes specifying whether a hedge can 

be considered a fence.  It can be put into the codes if Council wishes.  At the current time, any 

complaints regarding high hedges is a private issue unless it is a zoning problem or is destroying 

adjoining property. 

 

Special Committees 
 

 No Report. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

 A motion was made by James Fresh, second by Michael Hammers to approve the public posting 

and ad placement of the proposed 2013 Budget.  

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Yea:  Harold Berkebile, Jr., John Custer, James Fresh, Ken Gibson and Michael Hammers. 

Nay:  None. 

Absent from vote:  Gary Hoffman and John Raspotnik. 

 

 

A motion was made by John Custer, second by Gary Hoffman to pay the CamTran 2013 

Assessment in 2013.  Michelle Misner is to send a request to CamTran regarding having daily service on 

Oakland Avenue restored in some capacity. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-1 by Roll Call Vote 

Yea:  Harold Berkebile, Jr., John Custer, James Fresh, Ken Gibson, Gary Hoffman 

Nay:  Michael Hammers 

Absent from vote:  John Raspotnik 
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Chad Mosholder was present to field questions regarding the insurance policy and he will be in 

touch regarding the manhole cover claim. 

 

Michael Hammers did not yet get in touch with COG regarding homes with unfinished 

improvement projects. 

 

A motion was made by Michael Hammers, second by Ken Gibson to have Alex Svirsko go over 

ordinances that possible COG replacement candidates agree to enforce if retained. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

New Business 

 

 The 2013 COG dues and invoice were presented and Council agreed to table the approval of 

payment or denial of payment until further information can be gleaned regarding possible replacement 

candidates. 

 

The 2013 Millage Tax Rate was presented by Michelle Misner and the approval will be 

conducted at the December meeting with the approval of the rate and new resolution. 

 

Good of the Borough 

 

 It was agreed to allow adjustments in scheduling for Robert Stern and Joshua Davies to attend 

the Hazard Materials Course at OVFD. 

 

 Michelle Misner will notify Joshua Davies that his NIMS certifications need to be completed. 

 

 A motion was made by James Fresh, second by Ken Gibson to give Robert Stern and Joshua 

Davies a $0.35 raise in hourly rate beginning January 1, 2013.  Mr. Stern’s rate will be $9.35 per hour 

and Mr. Davie’s rate will be $8.35 per hour.   

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 by Roll Call Vote 

Yea:  Harold Berkebile, Jr., John Custer, James Fresh, Ken Gibson, Gary Hoffman, Michael 

Hammers 

Nay:  None 

Absent from vote:  John Raspotnik 

 

Bill Approval 

 

A motion was made to pay all the bills listed in the Unpaid Bills Report by John Custer second 

by Gary Hoffman. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business, a motion was made by John Custer second by Gary Hoffman to 

adjourn at 9:15 PM. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Michelle Misner – Secretary / Treasurer 


