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LORAIN BOROUGH / REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

August 8, 2012 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Harold Berkebile, Jr.  President Harold 

Berkebile, Jr. led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call was taken by Michelle Misner. 

Council members in attendance: 

 

Mr. Harold Berkebile, Jr.  Mr. John Custer   Mr. James Fresh  

Mr. Gary Hoffman   Mr. John Raspotnik   Mr. Michael Hammers 

     

Also in attendance:  

Mayor George Randolph  Solicitor Alex Svirsko 

 

Minutes 

  

 A motion was made by John Custer second by Gary Hoffman to approve the Minutes from the 

July 11, 2012 Regular Council Meeting as written. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0  

 

Treasurer Report 

  

Michelle Misner reviewed the following reports with Council: 

 July Balance Sheet 

 July Deposit Detail 

 July Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual  

 July Transaction List by Vendor 

 July Municipal Authority Reports 

 July Payroll  

 

A motion was made by John Custer second by Michael Hammers to accept the Treasurer’s 

Report as written.   

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

Tax Collector Report 
 

 Carol Petry submitted the following Tax Collector Report for July 2012: 

*R.E.:  $336.87 *P/C:  $11.00      

 

 Berkheimer’s submitted the following Tax Collector Report for July 2012: 

*EIT 2012:  $3904.93 

 

A motion was made by Michael Hammers second by John Custer to accept the Tax Collector’s 

Report as written. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

Correspondence 

 

A list of properties involved in the Upset Tax Sale was received.  A copy was sent to Alex 

Svirsko and is be moved to New Business. 
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 A letter was sent from Slovenian Savings and Loan in reference to a checking account for the 

Lorain-Moxham Baseball League under the name of Michael or Tina Marie Collins.  There is a very 

small balance and Slovenian is requesting the account be closed.  This is moved to New Business. 

 

 A letter from the Cambria County Board of Elections was received requesting permission to use 

the Borough Office for the General Election on November 6, 2012.  This is moved to New Business. 

 

 A survey from the Cambria County Planning Commission was sent.  It is the 2012 Long Range 

Transportation Planning and Technology Survey.  This is moved to New Business.  

 

 Various notices for workshops were also passed around.  No action was taken on any of those. 

 

 The Sanitary Sewer Overflow Elimination Program report was sent from Johnstown 

Redevelopment Agency.    

 

A resolution from Atlantic Broadband was sent due to their recent purchase.  This was moved to 

New Business. 

 

Citizen / Visitor Comments 

 

Mr. Bob Sheeler reviewed the new policies for the Borough with Council.  The following 

changes occurred from the 2011-2012 policy to the 2012-2013 policy, respectively:  BUILDINGS – 1 

(Office) $146232 to $152081, 1b (Office Property) $5624 to $5849, 2 (Pavilion/Dance Floor) $62000 to 

$64483, 3 (Kitchen Pavilion) $18425 to $19162, 3b (Kitchen Pavilion Property) $6050 to $7020, 4 

(Storage/Bar) $15793 to $16425, 4b (Storage/Bar Property) $1125 to $1170, 5 (Storage/Long Building) 

$17548 to 18250, 5b (Storage/Long Building Property) $2250 to $2340, 6 (Bathrooms) $17548 to 

$18250, 7 (Pavilion/Wedding) $7603 to 7907, 8 (Pavilion/Small) $9562 to 9944, 9 (Playground) $39370 

to $40945, 10 (Salt Shed) $15600 to $16224, and 11 (Concession Stand) 10000 to 10400. 

 

Liability remains the same, $1 million personal, $2 million aggregate. 

 

Auto remains the same, $1 million liability.  2007 Ford F550 and 2000 Chevy K2500 are on the 

policy. 

 

Inland Marine policy covers the equipment and tools.  Covered are a 2003 Sweeper, 2003 

Tractor, John Deere tractor/mower, Western Plow, Western Ash Spreader and various tools and 

miscellaneous items in the garage.  There is $20000 coverage on the tools and miscellaneous items. 

 

Public officials are covered with a $1 million claim. 

 

Worker’s Compensation is as follows:  Clerical Office Employees $12961, Other Employees 

$34595. 

 

The Fire Company was removed from the policy.  Mosholder Insurance will look into laws 

regarding fire coverage on Worker’s Compensation policy. 

 

The Secretary Bond remains the same at $50000. 
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It was discussed having an increase of coverage made on the tractor to $40000 and on the John 

Deere tractor/mower to $4000.  Mr. Sheeler would get back to Michelle Misner with the premium 

changes if those items of coverage are to be increased. 

 

Fire Chief Report 

 

 No Report. 

 

Mayor / Police Report 

 

 Mayor George Randolph reviewed the Police Report submitted by the Johnstown Police 

Department for the month of July 2012.  There were 20 calls with one arrest made.  The nuisance letters 

were written and signed and are ready to be mailed out.  There have been complaints made about one of 

John Custer’s properties on Woodland Avenue again.  John has a hearing against his renter on August 

14
th

 at 9:45 AM.  The cops are not responding to calls made by residents. 

 

Sewer Report 

 

Ken Mesko could not make the meeting, but President Harold Berkebile, Jr. states that the 

necessary reports discussed in prior meetings had been completed and submitted. 

 

Park Commissioner’s Report 

 

 Gary Hoffman mentioned the Ideal Market left food and debris all over, including on the dance 

floor, that needed cleaned up and that’s why their security deposit was retained.  There have been no 

issues, otherwise, and Rob and Josh are doing a very good job.  Michael Hammers says the cameras are 

being installed.  The wireless links will be up and tested.  The cameras will be installed within the next 

two weeks. 

 

Streets, Lights, Safety 

 

 Jim Fresh said there were a few calls from the last bad rain.  Water was coming out of a culvert 

that was paved over.  It was fixed with new pipe and will be hot patched.  Porter Street blew out and it is 

now covered with a plate.  The issue will be reviewed before repairs are made so future problems can be 

prevented.  Rob and Josh are doing very fine work.  Baffles on Blue Diamond Street will be done to help 

redirect rain water running down.  It was requested that Michelle Misner send a second notice be sent to 

Interstate and Waste Management regarding turning on Porter Street and ruining the corner property.  

The streets are being kept clean and mowed.  There are still dead shrubs sitting next to 417 Ohio Street.  

Michelle was instructed to send another letter. 

 

Borough Property 

 

 No Report. 

 

Housing, Ordinance, and Printing 
 

 No Report. 
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Finance, Taxes, and Appeals 

 

 No Report. 

 

Solicitor’s Report 
  

 Alex Svirsko went over the changes that were made to the letter that will go to violators of the 

dye test and offered up additional changes.  It is to be decided whether or not the Borough will charge 

violators for the cost of a second dye test.  It is also to be decided whether or not the Borough will set up 

an inspection fee.  This is moved to New Business.  The first inspection should be considered ‘free’ and 

charge for a second inspection if the problem was not fixed.  It needs to be determined whether or not a 

new ordinance needs to be drawn up or if a resolution to an existing ordinance would be sufficient.  A 

proposal of a flat fee plus the cost of repairs and additional inspection be charged to the residents in 

violation.  He briefly discussed the Upset Tax Sale notices and will research the properties listed to see 

if there are any liens on them.  The topic of blighted properties was brought up and it was suggested that 

the County Commissioners be contacted to attend a workshop to discuss the options of the Borough in 

fighting blighted properties. 

 

Special Committees 
 

 No Report. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

 No Unfinished Business. 

 

New Business 

 

  A motion was made by John Custer second by James Fresh to allow the Cambria County 

Board of Elections use the Borough building for the General Election, November 6, 2012. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

A motion was made by John Custer second by Michael Hammers to allow Alex Svirsko to 

complete the Planning Commission survey at the meeting and Michelle Misner would submit it. 

MOTION CARRIED 6-0 

 

 The Atlantic Broadband Resolution is tabled until September’s meeting so Alex Svirsko can read 

over the submitted information. 

 

 Alex Svirsko will look into the properties involved in the Upset Tax Sale and get back to 

Michelle Misner with any findings. 

 

 At this time, 8:52, John Custer leaves the meeting. 

 

A motion was made by Michael Hammers second by Gary Hoffman for Michelle Misner to write 

a letter to Slovenian Savings and Loan in regards to closing the checking account in the name of the 

Lorain-Moxham Baseball League and have the funds deposited into the Park Fund. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 The next Regular Meeting will be held at the Park. 
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 A motion was made by Gary Hoffman second by Michael Hammers to charge $25.00 plus actual 

costs, to include labor, materials, other expenses and testing fees to the dye test violators once their 

repairs have been made to pass the dye testing. 

 MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 A motion was made by James Fresh second by Gary Hoffman to order two more cameras for use 

in monitoring the office building.  The approximate cost is $200.00. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 A motion was made by Michael Hammers second by Gary Hoffman to start getting bids from 

other Police Departments in the area as the Borough is not getting the desired response from the 

Johnstown Police Department. 

 MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 Council President Harold Berkebile, Jr. appointed Gary Hoffman, James Fresh and Michael 

Hammers to a Police Search Committee.  The Mayor is also included in this as he oversees the 

communications between the Borough and the appointed Police Department. 

 

 A motion was made by James Fresh second by Michael Hammers to consider John Wolfe for an 

as-needed part time position with the Road Crew in the future.  He will have an application completed as 

well as all the necessary background checks made to have him ready to be on-call. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

Good of the Borough 

 

 The detailed invoices now sent from Johnstown Regional Sewage now states a “Sewer 

Monitoring” fee.  Alex Svirsko is going to look into this to find out why it is being done, for how long 

and if it is a ‘revenue raising’ issue.  The fee needs to be related to the cost incurred for said monitoring.  

An action can be filed as a user to challenge the fee, if necessary.  The Borough needs to find out the 

Sewer Service’s costs, via public records.  There will be a workshop on August 22
nd

 at 7 PM where this 

can be discussed. 

 

Bill Approval 

 

A motion was made to pay all the bills listed in the Unpaid Bills Report by Gary Hoffman 

second by Michael Hammers. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business, a motion was made by Gary Hoffman second by Michael 

Hammers to adjourn at 9:28 PM. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

Michelle Misner – Secretary / Treasurer 


