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LORAIN BOROUGH / REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

May 8, 2013 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Harold Berkebile, Jr.  President Harold 

Berkebile, Jr. led Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Roll call was taken by Michelle Misner. 

Council members in attendance: 

 

Mr. Harold Berkebile, Jr.  Mr. James Fresh   Mr. Gary Hoffman  

Mr. John Raspotnik   Mr. Michael Hammers 

     

Also in attendance:  

Solicitor Alex Svirsko Engineer Ken Mesko 

 

Minutes 

  

 A motion was made by Gary Hoffman second by Michael Hammers to approve the Minutes 

from the April 10, 2013 Regular Council Meeting as written. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0  

 

Treasurer Report 

  

Michelle Misner reviewed the following reports with Council: 

 April Balance Sheet 

 April Deposit Detail 

 April Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual  

 April Transaction List by Vendor 

 April Municipal Authority Reports 

 April Payroll  

 

A motion was made by Michael Hammers second by John Raspotnik to accept the Treasurer’s 

Report as written.   

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Tax Collector Report 
 

Carol Petry submitted the following Tax Collector Report for April 2013: 

*R.E.:  $21,861.95 *P.C.:  $607.60 *O.T.:  30.00 *EIT 2010: $62.08 

 

 Berkheimer’s submitted the following Tax Collector Report for April 2013: 

*EIT 2013:  $2758.03 

 

A motion was made by Michael Hammers second by John Custer to accept the Tax Collector’s 

Report as written. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

Correspondence 

 

 The Municipal Authority completed audit was made available and a qualified opinion was made 

this year due to the action of handling the bad debt. 
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 A letter from John Rutledge was read regarding the Raspotnik property on Ohio Street.  Mr. 

Raspotnik was told to put up his demolition permit, put up safety tape and continue work on the 

property.  This was moved to Unfinished Business for further discussion. 

 

 The list of Final Bills was received from RDM with a full list of closed accounts that still had a 

balance due. 

 

 A letter from the Cambria County Commissioners sent a letter regarding the Block Grant 

Program. 

 

 A thank you letter was received from Alex Svirsko in regards to the arrangement sent for his 

mother’s funeral. 

 

 A form from COG was received notifying Council of their board member selections.  This form 

needs to be completed and returned. 

 

 Selective Insurance closed the claim regarding the damage at the Park.  It can be reopened if we 

wish. 

 

 The Local Branch NDIS inspection notification letter was received informing us of upcoming 

bridge inspections. 

 

 Various other workshop, training and meeting notices were passed around.  No further action 

was taken on any of those items. 

  

  

Citizen / Visitor Comments 

 

 Tom Chernisky, a Cambria County Commissioner, was present to introduce himself and offered 

his services if we needed help.  He also gave the name of their grant writer, John Dubansky, if we 

needed assistance with grant writing.  He gave some advice to help obtain money for the Highland Drive 

bridge and that is to have some Liquid Fuels to go toward the bridge project.  If we wish to have some 

grants written, Council needs to put a history of the issues with the bridge together and submit to Mr. 

Dubansky so he can possibly help. 

 

 John Wolfe was present to offer a complaint about a fire that was burning on the property of 363 

Oakland Avenue.  This property, per Michelle Misner, does not have a burn permit.  Mr. Wolfe was told 

to just call the fire department if there are any dangerous fires being made. 

 

Fire Chief Report 

 

 Ron Helsel was present for the Fire Chief Report.  There were 15 calls for last month and the 

number of fire fighters per call has been increasing.  There are a number of grants, same from the last 

month, that are still pending.  The Home Depot grant to upgrade the serving area in the kitchen on the 

second floor was approved.  There are seven firemen and firewomen attending the DELMAR Fire 

Training.  Two have completed three phases and the remainder will be attending the live fire burn on 

this upcoming Saturday.  Once completed, they will be fully accredited fire fighters.  Thunder in the 

Valley camping will begin June 19th.  OVFD feels they will have more campers this year.  Additional 

fire rings were requested and the request was denied by Council due to the factor of cost and lack of 
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storage, not to mention possible liability of bodily harm if there are many fires on the grounds.  If OVFD 

needs more rings, they are required to provide and completely clean up the area once they are removed.  

A quarterly newsletter is being sent to all residents of Oakland and Lorain fire protection area as a part 

of the DHS Retention Grant. 

 

Mayor / Police Report 

 

 No Report. 

 

Sewer Report 

 

Ken Mesko reviewed the JRA information.  The NPDS permit from March 2012-2013 is due 

June 9th and is being worked on.  The CD Block Grant should be used to apply for sewer repair or the 

bridge.  Ken will get an estimate on the bridge.  He will handle submitting information to CDBG.  He 

will prepare a letter for an income survey, which is required.  Michelle will send out when received. 

 

Park Commissioner’s Report 

 

 Gary Hoffman says the park is clean and ready to go.  Mulch is needed for the playground.  He 

will call for a cost and do a phone vote to approve purchase, if a purchase is made.  It is unlikely the cost 

for it can be paid out of the Schrock Fund.  The lights are still not working properly despite the work 

Penelec has done. 

 

Streets, Lights, Safety 

 

      James Fresh reports that Mike Bowser from PennDOT will be meeting with him and Michelle on 

Thursday morning for estimates on paving projects.  Porter and Lunen Streets are in need and a portion 

of Green Valley to be done if funds are there.  Hot patching will be done next week.  The streets have 

been swept and various vacant properties’ sidewalks were not cleaned when they were supposed to.  

Most of these properties belong to Jon Rodda and Michelle was told to send him a letter requesting the 

sidewalks be swept and the debris be cleaned up and not swept to the street.  The County workers are 

doing well and helping.  View Street and Shomo Avenue have damaged culverts that are slated for 

repair. New brushes for the Kubota is estimated at $400.00 and $500-600.00 to have the skid plate fixed 

as it wasn’t rotated properly over the years.  Using it for street cleaning is wearing the Kubota out and it 

was suggested a skid loader be rented for $200 a day next Spring. 

 

Borough Property 

 

 No Report. 

 

Housing, Ordinance, and Printing 
 

 No Report. 

 

Finance, Taxes, and Appeals 

 

 No Report. 
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Solicitor’s Report 
  

 Alex Svirsko submitted a new ballpark lease.  The name of the organization was changed to suit 

the Ferndale Baseball League.  It is a one-year lease.  A vote needs to be taken to approve the lease. Any 

delinquent sewer bills older than four years cannot be collected on.  A lien can be put on properties that 

are able to be collected on.  He will draft a letter threatening a lien and they will be sent to the property 

owners of the delinquencies. 

 

Special Committees 
 

 No Report. 

 

Unfinished Business 

  

 Alex Svirsko will look into the Municipal Authority renewal.  The Borough also currently has no 

vacancy board and is short a member on the zoning appeals board. 

 

 The Borough is able to have the ordinances in place for Laurel Municipal Inspection Agency 

prior to actually joining.  This would allow everything to be in place so there is no lapse when switching 

from COG to LMIA.  The letter of separation sent to COG was returned, however the check for the 2013 

invoice was received and cleared.  The letter will be sent again.  A partial year for COG will still be due 

to finish out the contract in 2014. 

 

 A motion was made by John Raspotnik, second by James Fresh to spend $320.00 on additional 

cameras and cables for the perimeter of the Borough building.  Placement needs to be agreed upon.  The 

office camera will be moved to somewhere in the Park. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 Regarding the Raspotnik complaint, Mr. Raspotnik is required to display the demolition permit 

and put up caution tape and have the sewer capped.  He is to get the filling of the open foundation done 

ASAP. 

 

 Regarding the ongoing police coverage conversation, the current contract needs to be obtained 

and the service for the Borough needs to be bid out. 

 

 Mr. Parrot of Marsh Avenue has complained about a car being parked in front of 545 Marsh 

Avenue, the property of Anthony Ponce, and it’s creating a safety hazard when the vehicle is parked in 

the intersection.  A letter will be sent to Mr. Ponce requesting the vehicle be parked elsewhere.  Ken and 

James reviewed the area. 

 

 Alex was asked to write a letter to Gary Krieger regarding the mound of fill on Oakland Avenue. 

 

 Michelle Misner was asked to send a letter to Todd Huff of 469 Green Valley Street regarding a 

complaint from a resident on Coldren Street (Stonycreek Township) that he was riding a quad in the 

woods that join Stonycreek and Lorain as well as riding it in the park.  It was also put on record that this 

was the man that was confronted on a few occasions for taking road salt from the sheds outside the 

Borough building. 
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New Business 

 

 Dog training for municipal K9 units at the Park is permitted. 

  

 A motion was made by Michael Hammers, second by John Raspotnik to have James Fresh call 

some timber companies to see if any timber can be harvested within the woods beyond the Park grounds.   

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 A motion was made by Michael Hammers, second by Gary Hoffman to allow Ken Mesko to 

handle the NDS Permit Report. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 A motion was made by John Raspotnik, second by Michael Hammers to allow Ken Mesko to 

submit the application for the CD Block Grant. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 A motion was made by John Raspotnik, second by Gary Hoffman to allow Ken Mesko to obtain 

an estimate on the Highland Drive Bridge. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 A motion was made by James Fresh, second by John Raspotnik to send a letter to 212 Blue 

Diamond Street to have high grass cut. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 A motion was made by Michael Hammers, second by John Raspotnik to send a letter to Jon 

Rodda regarding the sidewalks being swept in front of his vacant rental properties. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

 

Good of the Borough 

 

 No Report. 

 

Bill Approval 

 

A motion was made to pay all the bills listed in the Unpaid Bills Report by Michael Hammers 

second by John Raspotnik. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

Adjournment 

 

 There being no further business, a motion was made by Michael Hammers second by Gary 

Hoffman to adjourn at 9:09 PM. 

MOTION CARRIED 5-0 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Michelle Misner – Secretary / Treasurer 


